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Hello to My MSRT Family,  

 

I want to start off by saying CONGRATULATIONS to the recent  

graduates of all the radiologic technology programs from around the 

state!  Iõm sure it is a great relief for you to not worry about those 

dreaded check offs any more!  You have conquered a major milestone 

in your career and you should be very proud of yourselves.  Our Board 

of Directors, as well as the dedicated members of the MSRT, are  

working diligently to ensure that our profession meets the mark with 

the professionalism and expertise that it is designed to have.   With 

the recent introduction of the CARE bill into the senate, and the   

hopeful passing of it, we are well on our way of accomplishing what so 

many across this great state and country have been working so hard 

for.  The CARE bill, which stands for Consistency, Accuracy, Responsi-

bility, and Excellence in Medical Imaging,  will guarantee that the   

individuals who perform medical imaging are well educated, certified, 

and have put the time and effort in as each of you have.  Are you     

certain when you or your family member go to a clinic that the         

radiation procedure is administered by a registered technologist?  Well 

this bill will leave no question about that.    

 

The board members of the MSRT are continuously and aggressively 

working on ways to improve and embark upon new ideas which will 

prove beneficial to each of its members, especially our students.  Our 

main goal is to ensure that we have a strong and vigorous organization 

to keep each of you involved and we highly invite your ideas and      

recommendations on how to make the organization more beneficial.  
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Please continue to visit and utilize the amazing features that our website has to offer at 

www.msrt.biz .  The website is updated very frequently with newer and more efficient ways to 

serve us.  With the persistence and care of Mike Ketchum and Kristi Moore, who have worked 

tirelessly,  we are now able to pay annual dues right there on the website!! Also check the website 

often for upcoming events like the 71 st Annual Conference that will be held in Vicksburg on      

October 24 th  and 25 th , and the past and current issues of THE BEAM.  It has been a great      

pleasure and learning experience serving as the MSRT President this year and I look forward to 

seeing all of you at this yearõs conference!! 

 

John Melvin BSRT (R)  

MSRT President  

NOTICE OF DUES INCREASE AND PROPOSED CHANGE TO M.S.R.T. BYLAWS 
 

TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE M.S.R.T.: 
 

The following dues increase has been established by the Board of Directors. This will require adoption by a   

majority vote of the voting membership in attendance at the annual meeting in October 2012. 

 

 Active members -      $30.00 

 Associate members -      $35.00 

 Student members -      $10.00 

  

If adopted, this will take effect for membership dues in 2013. 
 

Bylaw Change 

 

The following proposed bylaw change will require adoption by a majority vote of the voting membership in   

attendance at the annual meeting in October 2012. 

 

Current Bylaw reads: Article III:   Membership    Section 4:   Dues 

  

 C. Dues shall be paid within the thirty (30) days of renewal date.  The  

  renewal date shall be July 1.  If dues are not paid by the expiration date, 

  member rights, privileges, and obligation shall be discontinued. 

 

The proposed change reads: 

  

 C. Dues shall be paid within thirty (30) days of renewal date. 

The renewal date shall be one year from the memberôs join date.  

   If dues are not paid by the expiration date, member rights, privileges,  

and obligation shall be discontinued. 

 

Submitted by:   MSRT Bylaws Chairman, Diane Mayo, R.T.(R)(CT) - dmayort@yahoo.com    

http://www.msrt.biz
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R.T. in D.C. 
 

Mississippi (and the MSRT) had a wonderful representation in number this year at R.T. in 

D.C. Those of us who were able to attend this event in Washington, D.C. to lobby for the 

CARE Bill included me, Diane Mayo, Robbie Nettles, John Melvin, Kate Garner, and Rasul 

Azeez.  

 

The ASRT began this event on Sunday evening with a welcome reception. Technologists 

from across the United States join together for this event, so the reception serves as a 

òmeet and greetó opportunity for everyone.  

 

We spent the entire day Monday learning about the CARE Billõs history, its importance, 

and how to lobby. The CARE Bill was first introduced in 2000 to the 106 th  Congress. 

òCAREó is an acronym that stands for Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility, and Excel-

lence in Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy.  It is important to us as technologists 

because it will set minimum standards in regards to education and certification for those 

who perform radiation therapy treatments and medical imaging examinations, such as 

routine x -ray, CT, MRI, Nuclear Medicine, and Ultrasound. These standards will have to 

be met in order to receive Medicare payment.  

 

We learned that you must emphasize the most important aspects while lobbying so the 

limited time frame with the representative or health legislative assistant will be as effec-

tive as possible. The key points of the CARE Bill that we emphasized in our meetings in-

cluded: 

¶ Reduced Health Care Costs :  The CARE Bill can save the Medicare program millions of 

dollars because the educational and credentialing standards will result in less repeat 

examinations, fewer delays in the treatment of patients, and a more accurate diagnosis 

because of higher quality images.  

¶ Maximized Patient Safety: The educational and credentialing standards identified in 

the CARE Bill will ensure that imaging personnel have the knowledge of obtaining 

quality images while keeping radiation exposure to the patient as minimum as possible.  

¶ Increased Image Quality: By enforcing these minimum educational and credentialing 

standards, imaging personnel will be competent with the most up -to-date technology 

and methods of improving image quality.  
 

We spent Tuesday on Capitol Hill lobbying for the CARE Bill. We had appointments with 

staff of the four House Representatives and two Senators. Our main goal was to get the 

Representatives to sign -on since the CARE Bill is currently in the House. We already had 

the support of Gregg Harper, so we needed to gain the support of Alan Nunnelee, Bennie 

Thompson, and Steven Palazzo from the House. We were able to meet with Gregg Harper 

in his office. He was wonderful...very supportive of our profession. We were not able to 

meet directly with the other congressmen, but were able to see Palazzo and Nunnelee in 

passing.  
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We met with the health LA for Senator Thad Cochran, and were fortunate to meet directly 

with Senator Roger Wicker. Even though the CARE Bill is currently in the House, it was 

important that we met with the Senators as well. Senator Wicker has always supported us 

in the past, and assured us that he will be a co -sponsor as soon as a number is assigned to 

the Senate version of the CARE Bill.  

 

Of the six of us who attended R.T. in D.C., Diane Mayo was the only one who had ever 

been before. It was wonderful having a mentor for our first visit to Capitol Hill! It was ap-

parent that Diane had a good rapport with all of the health legislative assistants...each of 

them knew who she was as soon as they saw her. Diane has also been extremely involved 

with following up with the congressmen or their health LA since our visit. We found out 

recently that Bennie Thompson has also signed on to the CARE Bill. Please give Diane 

Mayo a pat on the back the next time you see her...her dedication to this profession is un-

believable!  

 

Kristi Moore, MS, RT (R)(CT)  

MSRT Secretary, Editor of the BEAM, and Acting Executive Secretary  
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Pictured above (L-R): Robbie Nettles, Kristi Moore, Kate Garner,  

Rasul Azeez, Diane Mayo, John Melvin 
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Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Memorial  
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Great things have been happening in the past few months with the CARE bill.  We are not there yet and 

your help is still needed to help get it passed through Congress this year. 

 

The CARE bill, H.R. 2104 (house version) was introduced June 2011 by Rep. Ed Whitfield, R-KY. 

As of today, 7/6/12, it has 129 bipartisan cosponsors.  In MS, Representatives Harper and Thompson 

are signed on.  If you live in Districts 1 and 4 your help is really needed.  We met with staff in both of 

these offices in March during RT in DC, but since none of us are constituents we are having a hard 

time getting them to respond to our request for signing on as a cosponsor. 

 

If you live in District 1, please contact Meyer Seligman at 202 225-4306 or                                             

Meyer.Seligman@mail.house.gov. Let her know you are an R.T. and support H.R. 2104 and need Rep.        

Nunnelee to be a cosponsor.   

 

If you live in District 4, please contact Brett Richards at 202 225-5772 or 

brett.richards@mail.house.gov.  Let him know you are an R.T. and support H.R. 2104 and need Rep. 

Palazzo to be a cosponsor.  

 

For both of  these be sure you leave your address and phone number in case they want to contact you.  

Just keep it short and simple if you like.  They need to hear from their constituents!  

 

The ASRT hosted a Capital Hill briefing on May 17 to educate lawmakers and their staff about the role 

of the diagnostic imaging team and the Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility and Excellence (CARE) 

in Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy bill, H.R. 2104.  Speakers also from the American College 

of   Radiology, Medical Imaging & Technology Alliance, and the Society of Nuclear Medicine joined 

the ASRT in explaining our roles and explained how the bill will help improve the quality of diagnostic 

images, resulting in better patient care and reduced Medicare costs.  

 

On June 8, 2012, a congressional hearing on H.R. 2104 was held by the House Energy and Commerce 

Committeeôs Subcommittee on Health to discuss the scope of the CARE bill.  The bill is supported by 

35 health care organizations and will set federal education and certification standards in the Medicare 

program for the technical personnel providing, planning and delivering medical imaging and radiation 

therapy procedures.   

 

Sal Martino, Ed.D, R.T.(R) FASRT, CAE, the ASRT CEO, provided testimony on behalf of the ASRT 

membership and all of the profession.  Read a transcript of Dr. Martinoôs testimony or watch a record-

ing of the hearing at the Energy and Commerce Committee's website. 
 

The Senate has been waiting for things to get going on the house side and, now that it has, they intro-

duced the Senate version of the CARE bill, S. 3338 on June 26, 2012.  It was sponsored  by Senators 

Mike Enzi, R-Wyo and Tom Harkin, D-Iowa and Roger Wicker, R-MS, who were original cosponsors.   

 

Things are looking good for passage of this bill during the lame duck session, but our work is not   

complete in Mississippi. 

mailto:Meyer.Seligman@mail.house.gov
mailto:brett.richards@mail.house.gov
http://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings/hearingdetail.aspx?NewsID=9563
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Everyone needs to contact Senator Cochranôs office and ask him to be a cosponsor (has many times in 

the past).  Contact Elyse Marcellino at 202 224-5054 or elyse.marcellino@cochran.senate.gov asking 

her to sign her boss on to S.3338. 

District 1 needs to contact Meyer. 

District 4 needs to contact Brett. 

 

You can follow the bills through www.thomas.loc.gov to see who the cosponsors are. 

If you need more information check out www.asrt.org or feel free to contact me. 

Since the MSRT now has this great website up and running, I will try and post updates as they occur on 

the bill, so check the website often. 

  

Working together we can get this done. 

 

Sincerely submitted, 

 

Diane Mayo, R.T.(R)(CT) 

ASRT RT Advocacy Committee, member 

Pictured left: ASRT President Dawn McNeil speaks 

to congressional staff about the CARE bill and the 

role of radiologic technologists on the diagnostic 

imaging team 

 

Picture and caption obtained from www.asrt.org  

 

mailto:elyse.marcellino@cochran.senate.gov
http://www.thomas.loc.gov/
http://www.asrt.org/
http://www.asrt.org/main/standards-regulations/regulatory-legislative-news/2012/05/18/capitol-hill-briefing-focuses-on-care-bill
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The ASRT Annual Governance and Delegates meeting was held June 29 ïJuly 1, 2012 in Las Vegas,    

Nevada. Kristi Moore and I were honored to serve as the Mississippi Affiliate Delegates and represent the 

technologists of this state at that meeting. We attended all mandatory meetings and both the radiography 

and education chapter meetings. I am happy to say that this was one of the smoothest and most efficient 

meetings of the House of Delegates that I have ever witnessed. There were no proposed changes to the 

ASRT bylaws and the main motions were mostly dealing with allowing some position statements to sunset 

as they were found within the practice standards or being addressed in advisory opinion statements. It was 

explained to the House that advisory opinion statements are used to clarify the practice standards. They are 

much stronger than position statements because the opinion is backed up with documentation supporting it. 

The only other motion that did not fall into this category was a late motion that sought to amend the ASRT 

position statement on campaign guidelines. This motion was passed and will now allow candidates for the 

ASRT offices and chapter delegates to use the communities page on the ASRT website for campaign    

purposes. Before this amendment, chapter delegate candidates were restricted to a brief position statement 

which limited the candidatesô ability to connect with the voters. The hope is that more members will      

become involved and participate in the elections. Near the end of the session Sandra Hayden was elected to 

once again serve as speaker of house and a new vice-speaker was elected. Amanda Garlock Corbin will 

serve in that position for the upcoming year. Young and enthusiastic, Amanda should do a great job in her 

new role. 

 

Both Kristi and I would like to thank the members 

of the MSRT in entrusting us to represent our great 

state at the House of Delegates meeting. We hope 

we served you well. On a personal note, I would like 

to thank you for the opportunity to sit as your dele-

gate for the past 4 years. It has been informative, 

educational, tedious, fun, exhausting, exhilarating ï 

but my time is now up. Someone else will step up to 

the plate and assume this responsibility. I encourage 

all members to become involved with the MSRT. 

We would love to have fresh faces and fresh ideas. 

Who knows? You could very well be the next one to 

represent us at the 2013 House of Delegates      

meeting. 

 

Thanks again for all your support. You can find 

more information on the ASRT website or if you 

have specific questions please donôt hesitate to send 

either Kristi or me an e-mail. We are here to serve 

you. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mike Ketchum 

Mississippi Affiliate Delegate 

Mississippi Affiliate Delegates:  

Kristi Moore and Mike Ketchum  
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Front row (L-R): Paula Young, Mike Ketchum, Suzanne Fisher, Sherrill Wilson, Kristi Moore 

Back row (L-R): Diane Mayo, Christy Thomas, Lee Brown, John Melvin 

Pictured Left: Lee Brown represented Mississippi as one of 

61 students who were selected across the USA for the  

student leadership program at the ASRT House of Delegates 

meeting 


