
 

 

L e g i s l a t i v e  U p d a t e :  

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  M S R T  P r e s i d e n t :  

T h e  B E A M  

To My MSRT Family, 

I want to start off by saying congratulations to all of the recent graduates in our Radiologic 

Technology profession.  Whether you continue on to further your  education or decide to 

step immediately into the workforce, implement the skills that you have learned over these 

past couple of years to set goals and light your pathway to success.  The road ahead may 

not be easy, but it is worth it and will pay off.  This profession and society offers many   

avenues to aid in becoming the best technologist that you can be. 

Myself, along with six other MSRT members, represented Mississippi this year at R.T. in 

D.C. I want to personally thank Jennifer, Shazowee, Diane, Robbie, and Lee for all of their 

dedication and hard work in Washington, D.C.  On the state and national level, the MSRT 

is continuing to make a solid push in getting the CARE bill enacted.  The ASRT decided to 

try a different strategy by attaching the CARE bill to various other legislations in hopes of 

creating a greater chance of the bill finally getting passed.  Continue to check the MSRT 

website at www.msrt.biz for updates on the CARE bill. 

Conference time will be here before we know it and I look forward to seeing you all there 

in Biloxi, MS, this October!!  Now is a great time to be creatively thinking about what    

exhibit you may want to enter to win the competition or brushing up on your knowledge to 

help your program take home the bragging rights of prep bowl champions.  Also, use this 

opportunity to network and meet the technologists throughout the state as this could be 

beneficial in future employment opportunities.  Please continue to visit www.msrt.biz for 

up-to-date information on the 72nd Annual MSRT Conference and other upcoming 

events.  Lastly, I would just like to thank all of my mentors and friends on the Board of   

Directors of the MSRT.  My success would be a failure without each one of you helping me 

out along the way! 

       John Melvin, M.S., R.T. (R)  

       MSRT President 
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S u m m e r  

       M i s s i s s i p p i  S o c i e t y  o f  R a d i o l o g i c  T e c h n o l o g i s t s  
A f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  R a d i o l o g i c  T e c h n o l o g i s t s   

Iôm happy to report that the Registration of Medical Radiation Technologist legislation was passed in the House 

and Senate then signed by Governor Phil Bryant March 21, 2013. 

Our legislation was up for repealer July 2013.  The state department of health had some minor word changes 

they wanted, which did not change the intent of the bill.  

For clarification purposes, we added after Fluoroscopic: ñboth stationary and mobile (c-arm)ò.   

Our bill is next up for repealer July 2016.  

         Respectfully submitted,  

         Diane Mayo, R.T.(R)(CT) 

         Legislative Chair 
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The ASRTôs RT in DC this year was March 3-6.  Mississippi was represented by six MSRT members:  
myself, along with John Melvin, Shaz Edgerton, Robbie Nettles, and our two student delegates, Jennifer 
Tucker and Lee Brown.  RA Jeff Crowley joined us to work on the MARCA legislation as well as the 
CARE. 
 
We had a full day of education and prep work for our congressional visits on Monday and were all ready 
to storm the Hill Tuesday.  Due to an unexpected approaching winter storm, two of our members left 
for home Tuesday afternoon; however, us remaining four decided to take our chances with the            
impending snow so we could make sure we were able to keep all of our appointments.   
 
We started our day on the Hill with an early Mississippi Breakfast sponsored by Senator Roger Wicker 
and we were able to meet with Senator Wicker briefly.  Next we met with Senator Wickerôs Health LA
(Legislative Assistant).  Then, while in the same building, we met with Senator Cochranôs Health LA 
(appointments are set up in advance by us). 
 
Next we made our way across the US Capitol grounds to the House side and met with the Health LAs 
for Representatives Harper, Nunnelee, Thompson, and Palazzo.  We had great meetings with everyone 
and, since all of our congressional members have been past co-sponsors of the CARE legislation, we 
strongly feel they all will be again this congress. 
 
Since we have been working on the passage of the CARE (Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility and  
Excellence in Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy) legislation for about 13 years, the ASRT decided 
to take a different approach to passage.  The plan was, and still is, to have our legislation attached with 
any medical type bills.  Our lobbyists are working behind the scenes to try and make this happen.  This 
is the main message we presented to the LAs we met with.  They all suggested we still needed to have 
bills introduced in Congress as in the past, along with having the bill attached to something else. 
 
Wellé.unsolicited by us, this is what has happened since our visits on March 5: 

¶ March 13 ð Reps. Ed Whitfield and John Barrow introduced the CARE legislation in the Houseéé
H.R. 1146 

 
¶ March 21 ð Senators Harkins and Enzi introduced the CARE legislation in the Senateé..S. 642 
 
¶ March 14 ð Rep. David Reichert introduced H.R. 1148,  MARCA, which is Medical Access to                    

Radiology Care Act of imaging services performed by qualified radiologist assistants under the                   
direction of a supervising radiologist.  

 
MARCA would save Medicare dollars because services performed by qualified radiology physician           
extenders would be reimbursed at 85% of the physician fee. 
 
This is where everyoneôs help is needed.  We need you, your co-workers, family, and friends to contact 
our state legislators and ask for their support of these bills as a co-sponsor: 

¶ S. 642 - Senator Wickerôs office has contacted me to say he will be signing on  
  again but, as of yet, he has not done so. We all need to contact him asking  
  him to do so. 
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¶ H.R. 1146 - Rep. Harper has already signed on as a co-sponsor. 

Please contact your representatives and ask they sign on again this congress.   
They have all been co-sponsors in the past congresses. 

 
¶ H.R. 1148- Reps. Thompson, Nunnelee, and Palazzo 

Contact all four representatives and ask for their support.   
Last congress, Nunnelee was our only co-sponsor for this bill.  

 
Just keep your email, fax, or phone call brief. Tell them who and what you are, and where you live (they 
like and want to hear from constituents). Just let them know you support CARE and/or MARCA, and 
make ñthe askò for them to sign on as a co-sponsor. 
 
If you are an ASRT member and prefer to send a ñformò type of letter, go to ASRT.org, look under       
legislative issues, and go to ASRT eAdvocacy for you.  It will let you send an email quickly and easily.   
 
Thanks again for your dedication to the profession and for your ongoing support of the CARE bill and 
MARCA.  If you have further questions, please donôt hesitate to contact me. 
 
BTW- the remaining RT in DCôers made it home late March 5. Our next day flight out was canceled, but 
we were able to get out the night before so we didnôt get stranded in DC! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Diane Mayo, R.T.(R)(CT) 
ASRT Committee on R.T. Advocacy Member 
dmayort@yahoo.com 
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We (Kristi Moore, John Melvin, and Sherrill Wilson) arrived in Albuquerque, NM, on June 13, 2013.  
After delegate check in, we attended the ASRT Expo, Welcome Reception, and Pin Exchange.  This 
presents an opportunity for everyone to mingle, make new friends, and visit with old friends.  

We attended all mandatory meetings.  Sherrill attended both the Radiography and Bone Density 
Chapter meetings, and Kristi attended both the Radiography and Education Chapter meetings.  The 
first seating of the House of Delegates began Friday afternoon.  The credentials report was given and 
a quorum was established.  A total of 147 delegates were seated ï 94 affiliate delegates and 53    
chapter delegates.  Friday night we all attended the grand opening and ribbon cutting of the new 
30,000 square foot expansion of the ASRT office. 

Saturday began early with the Bylaws Open Forum and Commission Hearings.  The most hotly      
debated motions were related to the proposed dues increase and a change in the Nuclear Medicine 
Practice Standards.  That evening we attended the Honors evening where 3 MSRT members ï Diane 
Mayo, Cathie Kukec, and Dawn McNeil ï were elevated to the status of Fellow. 

Bright and early Sunday morning began the second seating of the House of Delegates.  Due to the 
debate on Saturday of the bylaws revision and the motions, the House dispensed with the business in 
record time.  The 2 hot topic motions were passed.  The new dues for ASRT ï as of October 1, 2013 ï 
are as follows: $125 for 1 year; $235 for 2 years; and $335 for 3 years.  Members have the option to 
renew membership (regardless of renewal date) at the current fee until September 30, 2013.  The 
new Speaker of the House is Amanda Garlock Corbin from Washington, and the new Vice Speaker is 
Mike Odgren from Colorado.  The House was finished with business before noon!!!  This gave us 
time for a visit to Old Town Albuquerque for shopping.  

We would like to thank the members of the MSRT for the opportunity to represent you in                
Albuquerque this year and look forward to next yearôs ASRT Annual Governance and House of                   
Delegates meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Sherrill Wilson, RT(R)  

Kristi Moore, Ph.D., RT(R)(CT)  
 
Mississippi Affiliate Delegates  

(L-R): Kristi Moore, Diane Mayo, Suzanne Fisher, 

Sherrill Wilson  



 

 

The crew from Mississippi who attended the                                                                               

2013 ASRT Annual Governance and House of Delegates Meeting  

(Pictured above: L-R) Suzanne Fisher, CT Chapter Delegate; John Melvin, Alternate 

Affiliate Delegate; Brittany Carruth, Student Leadership Development Program                

Participant; Kristi Moore, Affiliate Delegate; Sherrill Wilson, Affiliate Delegate;                           

Diane Mayo, Radiography Chapter Delegate; Shelby Harrell, Student Leadership                    

Development Program Participant  
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The ASRT Grand Opening was amazing! It was great to see the headquarters 

of the ASRT...Diane Mayo is pictured below at the desk of Sal Martino, CEO of 

the ASRT (look through the windows at that awesome view!!!) 

(Pictured Left): As a fundraiser, individuals 

could get their picture on the cover of the 

ASRT Scanner as a keepsake! 

(Pictured Above): Diane and Suzanne                         

enjoying the mariachi band!  

P a g e  6  



 

 

P a g e  7  



 

 

Congratulations Diane Mayo -                                    

ASRT Fellow!!!  

(Top Left): Diane, pictured 

with Sharon Wartenbee from 

South Dakota 

 

(Bottom Left): Diane, pictured 

with Phil Ballinger  
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Congratulations  

Brittany Carruth and  

Shelby Harrell for being  

selected as the two  

students to represent  

Mississippi in the ASRT  

Student Leadership  

Development Program!!!  

P a g e  9  



 

 

Congratulations  

Graduates 

Class of 2013 
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Front (L -R): Teddi Anders, Megan Buckles, Jacquelyn Brown,                             

Jessica Haygood, Linda Holley, Haley Williams,                             

Hannah Varner, Cassandra Brister 

Back (L-R):  Janet Ross, Lorien Loomis, Jenna Vannorman,                                    

Chasidy Cupit, Michael Newman, Brooke Bridges,                         

Amanda Keith, Katie Adcox 
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Front (L -R): Amanda Strong, Sherry Wilmoth, Kayla Stutson,                     

Beth Standridge 

 

Middle (L -R): Casey Frank, Brittany Thrasher, Brandi Guess,                        

Schyler Sanders, Alicia Weathersby, Robert Merkich 

 

Back (L-R): Jacob Clack, Jessica Rawson, Kristen Stevens,                             

Elyse Sabins, Tanesha Hudson, Jacob Newell 
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Front (L -R): Heather Holloway, Haley -Rose Collums,                                     

Samantha Lewis, Leigh Moser 

 

Middle (L -R): Felicia McKinney, Brian Gray, Derek Dedeaux,  

Meagan Smith, Wyatt Jenkins, Jaime Gregory,                    

Niki Lincks  

 

Back (L-R): Justin Williams, Rachael Moody, Anna Daugherty, 

Krystal Nicholson, Erin Williams, Trey Robbins,                       

Jamie Knight  

P a g e  1 3 



 

 

Kneeling (L-R):  Maggie Callicott, Chelsey Merritt, Susan Tisdale, 

Kasey Bishop 

 

Standing (L-R):  Amy Firmin, Chase Powell, Jayln Nicholson,                               

Alley Mooney, Kristin Powell, Nguyen Phan,                    

Cody Eidson, Meagen Tucker 
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